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Performance Outcomes and Strategy — Initial Proposal

DESCRIPTION: The overall purpose of the Open Space and Habitat Chapter is to
establish performance outcomes and an action plan — including measurable performance
criteria for the protection of open space and habitat resources in Southern California. For
purposes of this report “open space” is divided into three focus areas:

Natural open space - areas with regionally unique or threatened biological resources,
large contiguous blocks of natural open space and areas that link large blocks of natural
open space.

Community open space — recreation areas that function as regional facilities, open space
that serves the daily needs or defines the character of local neighborhoods, and open
space that connects or buffers land used in developed areas.

Agricultural lands — prime farmlands, lands covered by the Williamson Act, agricultural

lands that function as buffers or linkages to natural open space and agricultural lands that
are important components of community open space. Also all lands that currently have a
General Plan Agricultural designation or have a designation that allows specific types of
agricultural activities

SCAG will identify and categorize lands within the SCAG region according to the
following types listed above. As part of the Land Use and Housing chapter additional
lands will be designated as various types of “urban.”

PERFORMANCE OUTCOMES
1. Outcome: Protection of natural open space areas identified as regionally
important.

a) Description: Inventory existing open space plans and programs to determine
amount of natural open space under protection. Prioritize areas for protection.

b) Initial Proposed Quantified Outcome: reduction in the rate of loss of natural
open space, percentage of regionally important areas preserved

¢) Data considerations: will utilize a combination of SCAG data sets and data
acquired by the consultant, requires identification of baseline, measures the rate at
which open space loss occurs. Factors for the prioritization of natural open space
include biological value (type and condition). Factors for prioritization of
community open space include accessibility, regional importance, population
served and uniqueness. The study will also evaluate habitat connectivity,
ecosystem viability and potential risks and opportunities.
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2. Outcome: Increase community open space in urban areas.

a) Description: Requires designation of “urban” parts of the region, cataloguing
of infill areas and community open space

b) Initial Proposed Quantified Outcome: Increase in acres of community open
space per 1,000 residents, increase in number of Compass partner cities using
proposed design standards for open space to be included in infill/urban
development

¢) Data Consideration: need to develop baseline for ratio, determine the types of
community open space to include.

3. Outcome: Preservation of agricultural lands

a) Description: Identify agricultural lands as defined above; evaluate existing
conservation programs and incentives

b) Initial Proposed Quantified Outcome: Reduction in rate at which
agricultural acres are converted to non agricultural uses (with particular
consideration of urban development), percentage of Williamson Act acres in
renewal/nonrenewal.

¢) Data considerations: need to determine rate of agricultural conversion and
percentage rate reduction.

PROPOSED STRATEGIES:

Activities/Plan provisions — The above-proposed outcomes will be achieved by the
application of a strategy involving the following actions. Through the development of
the chapter, SCAG will establish the necessary levels of implementation action to achieve
the specified outcomes.

Provide programmatic incentives for implementation, including finance

SCAG’s open space program will seek to find mechanism for incorporating open space
generally, and mitigation considerations specifically, into SCAG’s ongoing planning
work. In addition, SCAG will identify resources to direct toward local agencies that
choose to implement the provisions of this plan. Programmatic incentives include
strengthened Intergovernmental Review (IGR), CEQA reform and/or General Plan
consistency. Resources will include funds identified in the current state infrastructure
bonds for regional planning incentives. In addition, SCAG will propose various new
innovative finance mechanisms for this purpose such as benefit assessment districts,
conservation tax credits, SAFETEA-LU (and other federal fund sources), Purchase-of-
development rights, public private partnerships. Additional local funding mechanisms
will be explored.

Land use and urban design standards (for community/infill development)

SCAG will develop a set of simple, broadly applicable standards for various types of
urban development consistent with the 2% strategy. These standards will focus on

Open Space chapter outcomes (2).DOC 2



walkability, pedestrian friendliness, multi-modal systems and access to and inclusion of
open space in urban areas. Strategies for including and increasing community open space
will be a component of these design standards.

Implement 2% Strategy
SCAG will continue working with individual jurisdictions to collaborate on planning and
development of key strategic growth areas identified in the 2% strategy.

Interconnections
It is important to note that the open space program is related to many subjects in the RCP.
Below is a preliminary list of possible interconnections staff plans to pursue:
e Water — multi benefit, prop funding opportunities
Land Use/Housing — smart growth, green buildings
Energy — green roofs, community gardens, food security
Air Quality — urban forestry
Environmental Justice — park access in low income areas
Solid Waste — green waste, agricultural waste, forestry waste
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